~ r 2 1 2008 ‘

BRITISH Yol G (la!

COLUMBIA .‘\\" - ‘f\aa W“{”"'f'
The Best Place on Earth

APR 16 2008 Our Ref: 124821

Kimberlee Howland, President and CEO

BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils
350-5172 Kingsway

Burnaby BC VS5H 2E8

Dear Ms. Hoyénd: kfm ‘

Thank you for your letter dated January 28, 2008, to the Honourable Olga Ilich, Minister of
Labour and Citizens’ Services, regarding the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils’
request for a review of discipline processes for employees. Your letter has been forwarded to me
for a reply.

This government has a long-standing commitment to ensure that the interests of students are
moved to the forefront when considering matters of teacher discipline. A recent example of this
commitment is the Teaching Profession (Teacher Registration) Amendment Act, 2007. The
amendments to the Teaching Profession Act introduced by this bill were in response to parents
and school trustees asking for better access to information about members of the BC College of
Teachers who have been disciplined for matters relating to physical, sexual or emotional harm to
a student, or conduct or competence in breach of College standards.

While a general review of the nature of educator discipline is not being considered at this time, it
is my expectation that the interests of students should play a central role in the consideration of
disciplinary matters both by the boards of education and the College.

As always, I welcome the input of the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Councils. Thank
you for sharing the Confederation’s resolution with me.

Sincerely,

hirley Bo

Minister
Deputy Premier
pc:  Honourable Olga Ilich, Minister of Labour and Citizens’ Services
Ministry of Office of the Minister Mailing Address: Location:
Education and Deputy Premier PO Box 9045 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings

Victoria BC V8W 9E2 Victoria, BC



